
Bayside Council Submission to Department of Planning and Environment - 

Proposed Bayside West State Infrastructure Contribution  

Bayside Council appreciates the opportunity to make a submission to the NSW Department 

of Planning and Environment in relation to the propsed Bayside West State Infrastrucure 

Contributions (SIC).  Council also acknowledges the release of documents which establish 

an evidence base for proposed allocation of SIC funding: 

 Bayside West SIC Feasibility Study  

 Arncliffe and Banksia Green Plan. 

However, Council has identified a number of matters which require further consideration by 

the Department and which may warrant amendment to the SIC funding allocations: 

1. Pedestrian/cycle bridge over Princes Hwy at Wolli Creek: In relation to the proposed 

funding allocation of $6,500,000 to pedestrian/cycle crossing of at Princes Hwy 

(Cahill Park to Brodie Spark Dr) it is noted that a 2.5m wide pedestrian bridge across 

Princes Highway at Heathcote was opened in December 2014 and cost $5.5m.Whilst 

the 31-metre span across the Princes Highway is a similar size to what would be 

required at Wolli Creek the Heathcote location is an easier, quieter place to construct 

an overpass.  Construction industry escalation costs would also contribute to a higher 

cost than has been estimated in the SIC.  
 

The bridge is considered, by Council, to be an important piece of infrastructure and 

additional funding should be allocated to the project. 

 

Cahill Park to Tempe Recreation grounds pedestrian/cycle bridge: In relation to the 

proposed Cahill Park to Tempe pedestrian/cycle bridge it is noted that an active 

transport route to and from Wolli Creek already exists and the proposed new bridge 

across the Cooks River doesn’t reduce the distance to Tempe Reserve for people 

from Wolli Creek and only reduces the distance for people in Gertrude Street area by 

400m.  Figure 1 indicates two alternate active transport bridge locations which would 

access to currently inaccessible open space, to the north of Wolli Creek. These 

bridges would also improve access for residents of Earlwood to Wolli Creek station 

and the Cooks River open space network downstream of the Princes Highway.   



 
Figure 1: Alternate locations of Active Transport Bridge  

Council would welcome an opportunity to discuss SIC funding of alternative active 

bridge locations, across Wolli Creek. 

 

2. Limited provision of open space west of Forest Road: Council acknowledges the 

findings of the Arncliffe and Banksia Green Plan, in particular the need for additional 

areas of open space and improved active transport connections to existing open 

space.  Figure 2 illustrates those areas in the Arncliffe and Banksia Planned Precinct 

which have gaps in the provision of accessible open space.  Of particular concern is 

an area generally to the west of Forest Road.   

 



 
Figure 2: Walking Distance to open space 

 

It is noted that no additional open space has been proposed in the Green Plan and 

Draft SIC for that part of the Planned Precinct.  Additional areas of open space are 

required in this location due to the lack of existing open space opportunities and the 

barriers to access that are created by Forest Road and Princes Highway.  

 

3. Limited information about State Infrastructure Contribution governance arrangements 

between Department of Planning and Environment and Bayside Council: Council is 

identified as a key stakeholder in the planning, design and delivery of infrastructure 

through incorporation into the Bayside Council City Projects Programme for capital 

works.  Council requests that the Department of Planning and Environment provide 

more detail, in the near future, about the timing of infrastructure delivery and the 

governance arrangements associated with SIC funding so that a comprehensive and 



integrated scheduling of capital works and preliminaries can be prepared. The scope 

of each deliverable and detailed allocation of responsibilities remains ambiguous.  

Council requests that the Department of Planning and Environment establish clear 

guidelines and/or agreements with Council as soon as possible so that all agencies 

can progress delivery of much needed community infrastructure upgrades.   

 


